CHANGE THE BANDAGE OR CHANGE OUR WAYS!

Who among us hasn’t thought that environmental prot ection is an important
concern? A study performed by IBM in February of 2007 demonstrated that in 6 years,
Canadians have become much more aware of environmental questions as well as the
impact of their activities. However, the last residual waste management results have
shown that the quantity of residual waste to be disposed of has never been higher,
despite our recuperation efforts.

We live in an era of overconsumption and our greatest challenge is to reduce at the
source, which means consuming less, better yet, consuming with sustainable growth in
mind. In fact, it is well known that the end of line solution is usually just a quick fix. Our
choice is to change our ways. We can be proud of the efforts displayed up to this point
which have allowed the MRC'’s performance to climb to 40% (as of the end of December
2007).

What arises is that in order to attain the government’s objective of 60% e have to learn
to valorize bulk waste, dry materials, and hazardous household waste and especially,
organic or compostable matter. The latter proves to be a major stake in residual waste
management, and this, at a provincial level. To this end, the organic matter collection
and composting pilot project will help answer our questions and supply us with decision
making tools (figure 1). There is still a big step to take in order to attain our objective.
Nevertheless, the MRC believes in the small steps principle and the role each of us has
to play in order to protect the environment and reduce health hazards.
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Fiyg‘ure 1. Experimental compost site located in Beaupré. View of swaths made of
organic matter recuperated in Lac-Beauport, Lac-Delage and Beaupré.
Photo taken last October 28™.

Written by Karine Cantin, residual waste management project manager for the MRC



